
WELCOME TO 

HEADING FOR EXTINCTION 
(AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT) 



A bit about me. 
 
BEng Mechanical Engineering 
MSc Renewable Energy Systems Technology 
 
Joined the construction industry in 2018 
 
Main contractor 
MEP Consultancy 
 
Joined XR in August 2019 
 
 



TELL THE TRUTH 
AND ACT AS IF THE 

TRUTH IS REAL 



Life on earth is dying… 



THE EARTH IS OUR ONLY LIFE 
SUPPORT SYSTEM  





GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ARE 
SKYROCKETING 

Industrial age began 



GLOBAL TEMPERATURES ARE 
SKYROCKETING 

1880 

“Warming 
stripes” 

1850-2017 
 by Ed Hawkins 



What is this month’s CO2 level? 



THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE (IPCC)  





What is the difference between 1.5ºC 
and 2ºC 



UNEP: 1.5C climate target ‘slipping out of 
reach’ 



IMPACTS ALREADY BEING FELT IN THE UK 

● 2003 Heatwave killed 70000 
Europe-wide 
● 2014 Worst rainfall in 248 years 
● 2050s Welsh village of Fairbourne to 

be decommissioned due to sea level 
rise ● 2018: Hottest summer on record in UK 

● Accident & emergency saw record numbers 
● Rise in heart failure, kidney failure and dehydration 
● Vegetable yields down by 50% in parts of UK 



WHAT HAPPENS IF WE CARRY ON HEATING UP THE EARTH? 



CONSEQUENCES FOR “BUSINESS 
AS USUAL” 
● Accelerating sea level rise due to melting ice 
and thermal expansion; coastal flooding & storm 
surges 
● Stronger atmospheric weather systems with 
strong storms, droughts, wildfires, desertification 
& crop failure 
● Deaths due to heat stress 

● Famine, water shortages, displacement 
of people from their homes 

● War 



AMPLIFIERS THAT MAY TRIGGER FURTHER HEATING 

Methane release from frozen stores Ice loss reducing cooling 





WE HAVE BEGUN EARTH’S 6th MASS 
EXTINCTION 



Estimated 10000 years 

ago 

Today 

MOST MAMMALIAN BIOMASS (FLESH) IS NO LONGER WILD 

 Data from Bar-On YM, Phillips R, Milo R (2018) PNAS 115:6506–6511. 



What are the construction industry’s 
impact? 

40% CO2 emissions 
28% Operational emissions 



 
o  New homes to be zero 

carbon from 2016 
 
o  All new non-domestic 

buildings should be zero 
carbon by 2019 



Climate Emergency Declarations 
Businesses 
May 2019  Architects Declare 
June 2019  Building Services Declare 
June 2019  Structural Engineers Declare 

 
Local Councils Net-Zero Pledges 
Warwick District Council 2025 Net-Zero 
Nottingham City Council 2028 Net-Zero 
Birmingham City Council  2030 Net-Zero 
West-Midlands Combined  2041 Net-Zero 





RIBA 2030 Climate Challenge Trajectories 



“You only talk about moving 
forwards with the same bad 
ideas that got us into this 
mess” 
- Greta Thunberg 



We must: 

• Tell everyone the truth 
• Overcome collective denial of the climate and ecological 

crisis 
• Make fighting this crisis out top priority 
• Decarbonise our industry 
• Stop relying on fossil fuels 
• Switch to green energy 
• Put people and planet first 



We need to: 

• Accept this new reality 
• Stop ‘Business as usual’ 
• Aim for Net-zero by 2025 
• Transition to a circular economy 
• Become carbon neutral 
• Unite and support each other 
• Adapt 





Thank you for listening! ♥  

https://rebellion.earth/act-now/join-us/ 


