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Value  & Cost  

Low Carbon 

T h e  B E  D e s i g n  H o l i s t i c  
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Source: RIBA 2030 Climate Challenge 

Getting to Net Zero 



What does the future look like? 

 
N e w  R I B A P l a n  

o f  W o r k s  
 

L o n d o n  P l a n  
A d o p t e d   

 
E a r l y  2 0 2 0  

	
  

U K  G o v e r n m e n t  4 t h  
c a r b o n  b u d g e t  -  n e w  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  l i k e l y  

 
2 0 2 3  

2 0 2 5  
 

F u t u r e  H o m e s  
S t a n d a r d  –  7 5 -  

8 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
C O 2  e m i s s i o n s  a n d  
n o  n e w  g a s  b o i l e r s  

t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
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2 0 3 5  

 

2 0 5 0  
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2 0 3 0  
 

A l l  n o n - d o m e s t i c  
e x i s t i n g  p r i v a t e - r e n t e d  

b u i l d i n g s  t o  b e  
u p g r a d e d  t o  E P C  b a n d  

B  ( s i m i l a r  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  l i k e l y )  

 

 

2 0 2 0  
 

N e w  B u i l d i n g  
R e g u l a t i o n s  P a r t  L  

 
  
 

B o E  s t r e s s - t e s t i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

f o r  c l i m a t i c  r i s k  
 

2 0 2 2  



UKGBC Net Zero Carbon 
Definition  

In April 2019 the UK Green Building Council set 

out it’s definition of Net Zero Carbon.  

The framework refers to two definitions: 

•  For in-use operational energy; 

•  For emissions from the construction process 

(Whole-life embodied carbon); 
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LETI: Elements of Net Zero 
Carbon 



LETI 
Climate Emergency 
Design Guide 

www.leti.london 



Collaboration  

For the first time ever, all these 

i n d u s t r y b o d i e s a r e i n 

agreement with the definition, 

metrics and targets. 



It couldn’t be done without the 100+ volunteers! 



Elements of Net 
Zero Carbon 

Importantly, a Net Zero Carbon Building must: 
•  Include unregulated energy  
•  Perform in-use  



Top-down meets bottom-up approach to energy 



Under the new RIBA Plan of  Works 2020:  

•  Map susta inable outcomes and p lan for  use pr inc ip les through a l l  s tages of  the Plan of  Work 
2020.  

•  Appoint  susta inabi l i ty  champion and create a context  focused susta inabi l i ty  s t rategy at  the 
outset  of  the pro ject .   

•  Ident i fy  key act ions and del iverables at  each stage of  the p lan of  work.   

•  Carry  ou t  a  ‘ l i gh t - touch ’ pos t  occupancy va lua t ion a t  the end o f  S tage 6  fo r  ma jor  
developments.   

RIBA New Plan of 
Works 

A ‘Sustainabil i ty Champion’ is 

required under the new RIBA 

Plan of Works 2020 to create a 

context focused sustainabil i ty 

strategy that address the RIBA 

Sustainable Outcomes.  



The Roadmap to Zero Carbon  



Commit to a LETI Pioneer 
project 

 
Share experience and 
feedback 

 
Donate time or money to LETI 
-help them spread the message 

Appoint a Sustainability Champion 

 
Register for a CPD for your 
organisation 

 
Download industry guides 

 

How to Engage 



Key Takeaway 
Points  

•   Act now  
•   Commit to a Net Zero vision, set targets and disclose 
•   Appoint a Sustainability Champion at day one 
•   Collaborate with each other to #BuildNetZero 
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